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Director submits a report on the results of that
testing to the Secretary of Defense and to the
Congressional Defense Committees.

In short, Mr. Speaker, Congress is once
again abdicating its responsibilities of over-
sight of this Administration and marching lock-
step with the Administration, wasting billions of
dollars (some $10 billion in this budget alone)
on a system that military and scientific experts
agree is untested, unproven and a sham.

| have to add, Mr. Speaker, that upon my
request the General Accounting Office re-
quested a review of some 50 deficiencies in
the testing of this ground-based missile de-
fense system that were identified by the
former Director of Operational Testing and
Evaluation, Mr. Philip Coyle. | had asked the
General Accounting Office to determine
whether any or which of those issues had
been addressed, their current status, their sta-
tus as anticipated in September 2004 (when
the President indicated he intends to start
wastefully building this untested project), and
the degree of confidence that we might have
in such a system if deployed at that time. After
incredible resistance in cooperation from the
Department of Defense, the report was done
some 18 months later. Unfortunately, in keep-
ing with its reputation as the most secretive
Administration in history, the Administration—
apparently so displeased with the results and
conclusions—classified the report. At my fur-
ther insistence, and again after much resist-
ance, the General Accounting Office was able
to produce an unclassified version of the re-
port. That unclassified report, Mr. Speaker,
was entirely uncomplimentary of the program
and clearly indicated that the program is not
ready to be deployed as a working system in
which this country could have confidence. The
classified version, which went into much great-
er detail with regards to specifics, should be
de-classified. All of the information in it has
essentially been known for some time and
been the subject of open hearings in this Con-
gress. The information has appeared on nu-
merous web sites at various agency and entity
locations. However, the Administration, seem-
ingly so fearful that the actual assessment of
this system’s sorry state would be known to
the public, has actually classified the 50 items
pointed out by Mr. Coyle.

Mr. Speaker, given recent history, if the
classified report had been at all complimentary
we can assume that the Administration would
have de-classified it in a nanosecond. As it
has not, we might assume the reasons are
clear. It is not right that billions of dollars will
be misspent at a time when this nation’s
needs are so great. It is not right that the
American people will be presented with false
confidence at a time when security concerns
are so high. It is not right that so much time,
money, and resources will be concentrated on
an unproven, unworkable, sham of a system
that does not even address what all of our in-
telligence sources tell us is the primary threat
that faces this nation.

Mr. Speaker, from No Child Left Behind to
the Sarbanes-Oxley bill concerning accounting
reforms, this Congress has not been shy
about requiring testing and ensuring account-
ability. However, it seems when it comes to
spending over $10 billion, one of the most ex-
pensive items in this year's defense budget,
there will be no accountability and testing.

As quoted above, “the initial defense capa-
bility being advertised by the Missile Defense
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Agency is a sham” and the President should
“drop the 2004 deployment and commit in-
stead to a sensible research and development
schedule.”

This Congress should live up to its respon-
sibilities and insist on that.

————————

NATIONAL TOURETTE SYNDROME
AWARENESS MONTH

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this week | introduced House Concurrent Res-
olution 430 to support the goals and ideals of
a National Tourette Syndrome Awareness
Month.

This resolution recognizes the importance of
an early and accurate diagnosis of Tourette
Syndrome, appropriate treatment, and edu-
cational outreach. In short, it would enhance
public awareness of this very misunderstood
and often misdiagnosed disease.

Tourette Syndrome, or TS—is an inherited
neurobiological disorder that affects children
and adults in all racial and ethnic groups. The
symptoms of TS are manifested as “tics”—
rapid, repeated, and involuntary movements
and sounds. In a large percentage of cases
TS is accompanied by other co-occurring dis-
orders, the most common of which are Obses-
sive-Compulsive Disorder, Attention Deficit Hy-
peractivity Disorder and nonverbal learning
disabilities.

It is estimated that as many as 200,000
Americans have what is called substantially
impairing TS, and more have milder symptoms
of the disorder. Many of these individuals en-
dure the stigma, isolation, and the psycho-
logical impact of a chronic disorder on a daily
basis. There is no cure for this condition, al-
though some individuals benefit from medica-
tion and other clinical treatment. Scientific re-
searchers have made some significant ad-
vances in recent years in trying to understand
the causes of the condition, but many sci-
entific challenges still remain.

Mr. Speaker, in January of this year, the Ap-
propriations Committee | chair appropriated
funds for a new research program by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control, as well as an edu-
cational outreach program. This effort is de-
signed to provide intensive training for the
public, physicians, allied healthcare workers
and teachers about Tourette Syndrome. It is
our hope that this program will begin to re-
move the stigma and other obstacles associ-
ated with living with this complex disorder. |
personally have been inspired by meeting
many children and adults with Tourette Syn-
drome who, despite coping with the condition,
are wonderfully successful in their own en-
deavors and provide examples of determina-
tion, perseverance and hope to their families
and to us all.

Mr. Speaker, the Tourette Syndrome Asso-
ciation, the only national nonprofit membership
organization dedicated to identifying the
cause, finding a cure, and controlling the ef-
fects of Tourette Syndrome, has designated
May 15 through June 15 as National Tourette
Syndrome Awareness Month. The goal of this
effort is to educate the public about the nature
and effects of TS.

E937

Mr. Speaker, enactment of the legislation |
have introduced to recognize National
Tourette Syndrome Awareness Month would
give all of us an opportunity to familiarize our-
selves with the condition. It will help us better
understand the impact that TS can have on
people living with the disorder, as well as rec-
ognize the importance of early diagnosis and
proper treatment.

FREEDOM FOR MIGUEL GALVAN
GUTIERREZ

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to speak about Miguel
Galvan Gutierrez, a prisoner of conscience in
totalitarian Cuba.

Mr. Galvan Gutierrez is an engineer by pro-
fession and thus a student of transforming
ideas and concepts into concrete reality. As a
man who studied how things work, he quickly
grasped the broken and irreparable nature of
Castro’s infernal totalitarian regime. As a pro-
democracy activist, Mr. Galvan Gutierrez has
committed himself to portraying the true hor-
rors of life under the tyrant in Cuba. He has
written articles for Havana Press and served
as president of the College of Independent
Engineers and Architects of Cuba.

As a leading advocate for freedom for every
Cuban, Mr. Galvan Gutierrez has been con-
stantly harassed by Castro’s thugs. According
to Amnesty International, he has endured nu-
merous interrogations and short term deten-
tions. On March 18, 2003, Mr. Galvan Gutier-
rez was arrested and he was subsequently
“sentenced” to 26 years in the totalitarian
gulag.

Mr. Galvan Gutierrez is languishing in the
nightmarish conditions of the totalitarian gulag
because he believes in freedom for every
Cuban citizen. According to Reporters Without
Borders, Mr. Galvan Gutierrez is suffering
from abdominal and joint pain, together with
an inflammation of the feet and a paralyzed
arm. Reporters Without Borders has also re-
ported that Mr. Galvan Gutierrez was put in
solitary confinement and deprived of water
and light because he staged hunger strikes to
protest the inhuman conditions in the totali-
tarian gulag.

Mr. Speaker, today is May 20 and on this
day, 102 years ago, the Cuban people ob-
tained their independence; the Republic of
Cuba was born. Today the Cuban people, led
by heroic activists such as Mr. Galvan Gutier-
rez, continue to fight for freedom. It is my fer-
vent hope that next year, on May 20, the
Cuban people will be able to celebrate the an-
niversary of Cuba’s independence and also
celebrate the return of freedom to that long
suffering island.

Mr. Speaker, we must constantly demand
freedom for the Cuban people. My Col-
leagues, today, on Cuban Independence Day,
we must demand the immediate release of
Miguel Galvan Gutierrez and every political
prisoner in totalitarian Cuba.
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